
RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION OF REGENT EMERITUS KEITH ELLIS 

APRIL 19, 2025 

• Whereas, Regent Emeritus Keith Ellis was appointed as the 2023–2024 Alumni Regent, marking a significant milestone as the 

first representative from UC Merced to hold this esteemed position; 

• Whereas, Regent Emeritus Ellis graduated from UC Merced in 2012 with a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) & Bachelor of Arts (B.A.),  

Management & Political Science as a First-generation college student; 

• Whereas, during his time as a student, Regent Emeritus Ellis was actively involved in ASUCM (as Treasurer), the Prodigy 

Newspaper, Lambda Alliance, and the You-See Leaders Conference Committee, and championed student issues through is 

involvement and service with the UC Student Association (UCSA);  

• Whereas, soon after graduating from UC Merced, Regent Emeritus Ellis became a member of the UCMAA Board and  

eventually went on to serve as the association’s second Alumni Board President from 2014 to 2020; 

• Whereas, through his tenure as UCMAA President, Regent Emeritus Ellis was instrumental in maturing the association 

through regional events and engagement and in supporting alumni giving (particularly the establishment of the UC Merced 

Alumni Association Journey Endowment);  

• Whereas, in 2016, inspired by his experiences as a student with a disability and the first in my family to attend a university, 

Regent Emeritus Ellis also endowed the Ellis Family Endowment with the hope that his support of the Giving Tuesday  

campaign would help lessen the burden for students like him and encourage others to donate; 

• Whereas, Regent Emeritus Ellis placed high priority on advocacy and never wavered to discuss UC Merced’s issues legislators 

in Sacramento and Washington D.C. as a student and alumni advocate; 

• Whereas, Regent Emeritus Ellis also served as an advocate for UC Merced’s campus throughout his service as Alumni Regent, 

and ensured that our campus was fairly represented in matters before the Board of Regents;  

• Whereas, Regent Emeritus Ellis has served as an exemplary alum who strove to embody the core values of UCMAA and strove 

to lead by example and inspire other UC Merced alumni to support in any way they can and give back to the institution that 

has given so much to us and continues to impact the San Joaquin Valley, California, the United States, and the world; 

Be it resolved, That the UC Merced Alumni Association commends Regent Emeritus Keith Ellis for his historic and exemplary service 

as the 1st UC Alumni Regent from UC Merced, recognizing his unwavering commitment to student and alumni advocacy, equity, 

and representation; 

Be it resolved, That the UC Merced Alumni Association expresses profound gratitude for Regent Emeritus Ellis’s dedication to  

fostering inclusivity and empowerment within the University of California community; 

Be it resolved, That the UC Merced Alumni Association shall transmit this resolution to the UC Merced Chancellor, UC Office of the  

President, UC Board of Regents, and any other persons or organizations deemed appropriate by the UC Merced Alumni Association  

President. 

Resolution Commending Regent Emeritus Keith Ellis for His Historic Leadership and Service as Alumni Regent 

Purpose: To honor Regent Emeritus Keith Ellis for his groundbreaking service as the first UC Alumni Regent from the Merced 

campus, recognizing his enduring and steadfast commitment to equity, representation, and alumni advocacy across the  

University of California. 


