
DEFFERED ACTION FOR CHILDHOOD ARRIVALS RESOLUTION 

OCTOBER 20, 2017 

PURPOSE: AFFIRMATION OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION’S SUPPORT OF THE DEFERRED ACTION FOR  

CHILDHOOD  ARRIVALS (DACA) STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED 

 Whereas, Congress has failed to pass comprehensive immigration reform in the past decade.

 Whereas, in 2012 President Obama issued an Executive Order providing certain undocumented people who arrived in the
United States before the age of 16 deferred action from deportation as well as access to work permits.

 Whereas, under AB 540 (Chapter 814, Statutes of 2001) undocumented students in California may seek an exemption
from paying nonresident tuition if they have graduated from a California high school.

 Whereas, Congressman Jim Costa (CA-16) has said that “By terminating the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
program, or DACA, the Administration has taken a significant step backwards by threatening to force nearly 800,000
young immigrants from the country they call home”.

 Whereas, University of California President Janet Napolitano has stated that “The University and the state of California
stand together in our belief that students should be admitted to UC and other institutions of higher education based on
their records of achievement and without regard to their immigration status. President Trump’s decision undermines the
ability of affected students to support themselves while at UC”.

 Whereas, on September 8th, 2017 the University of California sued the Department of Homeland Security in order to
overturn the Trump Administration’s decision to end the DACA program.

 Whereas, Chancellor Leland has said that “The decision to end DACA is a cruel bait-and-switch for the many young adults
who are living, learning, and working here under its protections”

 Whereas, there are nearly 800,000 young immigrants in the United States of America who take part in the DACA program
of which 242,339 call California home.

 Whereas, according to the Migration Policy Institute approximately 72,300 undocumented students are enrolled in
California public colleges.

 Whereas, there are approximately 600 DACA students attending the University of California, Merced and 1000 attending
the California State University, Fresno.

 Whereas, in a publication released by the CATO Institute in January 2017 estimated that the fiscal impact of the
immediate deportation people currently in the DACA program would be "$60 billion to the federal government along
with  $290 billion reduction in economic growth over the next decade."

 Whereas, research by University of California, Merced professor Whitney Pirtle Ph.D. has shown that DACA recipients
show better psychological wellbeing, and lower stress levels.

 Whereas, University of California campus police have been directed to not contact, detain, question or arrest individuals
based on suspected undocumented status, or to enter agreements to undertake joint efforts to make arrests for federal
immigration law violations.

 Whereas, DACA students are not criminals, often employed, and tax paying individuals.

Be it resolved, that the University of California, Merced Alumni Association supports the following policies for undocumented 

members of our campus community: 

 Refuse campus access to Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials

 Prioritize mental health services to undocumented members of our campus community

 Provide legal clinics and services to affected community members

 Guarantee the privacy of educational and medical records

 Offer student housing during Spring and Winter break for students who cannot return home due to the risk of
deportation

Be it finally resolved, that the University of California, Merced Alumni Association shall transmit this resolution to the UC Merced 

Chancellor, UC Office of the President, UC Board of Regents, and any other persons or organizations deemed appropriate by the 

President of the University of California, Merced Alumni Association.  


